
Supreme Court. Yamhill County was the center of the Second District 
and to it was assigned the Honorable Orvil! C. Pratt.21 

A courthouse was built'fo LaFayette in 1851. The original wooden 
structure was destroyed by fire in January i 857, and was replaced in 
1858 by a two-story brick buildi;ng. This edifice was public pride for 
years, being the first brick court house to be erected in Oregon. · A 
few years later a brick jail building was also erected.22 

· ·. 

THREE "NECKTIE PARTIES" 

DURING THE TIME that LaFayette was the county seat, three men 
were convicted of murder and sentenced to hang. The first 

convicted murderer was a man by the name of Griff, who without 
provocation or warning shot a Mr. Shane in one of the popular 
merchandise stores of LaFayette.23 This occurred sometime 9uring the 
year of 1863. Griff's sentence was carried out at a public hanging. 

The second doomed man, a Mr. Smith, was convicted of murdering a 
neighbor woman, but he beat the sentt:nce by taking poison, which he 
had concealed in the lapel of his coat.24 

The third and most notorious of the murderers was Gus Marple. His 
victim was a prominent businessman of LaFayette, D. I. Corker. Mr. 
Corker was a bachelor and lived in a back room of his store. Marple 
entered the building through a rear window and killed Mr. Corker while 
he slept. Marple was not immediately suspected, for at his victim's 
funeral he went around with a band of crepe on his arm, offering his 
assistance to find the murderer. Tracks were discovered, which led from 
the window of the murdered man's store to Marple's residence and he 
was arrested on suspicion. A trial was held, at which Marple was 
convicted of murder and sentenced to hang. The authorities ordered that 
this hanging be a private affair, so the scaffold was surrounded by a high 
board wall. The curious, however, were not thwarted. Every crack, and 
knot hole held the attention of several spectators.25 This man was the last 
person hanged in Yamhill County. 

This was not the end of the littfe drama. Later on, an urflan legend 

21 Hembree. toe. cit 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Mr. Hembree. although a very small boy at the time. had possession ofone of the 

knot holes 
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arose to the effect that, on the day Marple was hanged, his mother, a 
descendant of Gypsies, wove her way through the crowd and announced 
that if he was hanged she would put a curse of disaster on the town. No 
one paid heed to her and Mr. Marple was duly hanged. But, in the purple 
dusk of evening, before his body was cut down, the old Romany mother 
got down on her hands and knees and cursed the town, saying: ''. ... Three 
fires will visit this town and the last will d~stroy it."26 Perhaps the old 
woman did know her trade, for on the morning of July 2nd, 1904, .the 
Morning Oregonian of Portland, was to carry the headline: "LaFayette 
swept by fire". This fire wiped out the entire business district of the 
town with the exception of one brick building, putting an end to 
LaFayette's commercial powerand prestige. 

In the early years of the West it was often impossible to properly 
punish the guilty. For instance, at one of the early trials held in 
LaFayette a man was tried found guilty and sentenced to three years of 
imprisonment for an infamous crime. Due to the lack of either a county 
jail or a state penitentiary, the care of the prisoner was passed on to the 
sheriff, to be kept until the proper provisions could be made for his 
imprisonment. In case the commissioners did not act, the sheriff had 
instructions to allow the prisoner to escape. This course was followeq 
and the guilty man disappeared. This course of justice was common in 
the early days, when lack of the machinery of the Law made it 
impossible to properly punish crime.27 

LATER GLORIES AND LONG DECLINE 

YAMHILL COUNTY is a fertile land, well suited for farming.28 ft 
was inevitable, then, that the County should take .a lead in organized 

agriculture. The Minutes of a meeting held on October 5th, 1853, at the 
LaFayette Courthouse reveal that a County F~fr flad been planned for 
the following October. This fair was duly held on: October 7, 1854, at 
LaFayette itself, and was the first such fair heldinOregon.29 

LaFayette was incorporated as a towD on Qctober I 7th, 1878, and 
the first meeting of the city officials was held ai tlie Courthouse later the 

26 Article, Portland Moniing Oregonian, November 19, 1933. Section 4, p. 2, 
Columns 7-8. · 

27 
Hembree. foe. cit. 

28 Yamhill County Federation of Community Clubs. foe. cit. 
29 George W. Jimes. "History of Organization of Oregon Agricultural Society". 

Oregon Historical Quarterly, Salem vol. VIII ( 1907), p. 317. 
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