
Richard Ezekiel “Gus” Marple
Birth: 1861 Benton County, Oregon, USA
Death: 11 Nov 1887 (aged 25–26) Lafayette, Yamhill County, Oregon, USA
Burial: Masonic Cemetery Lafayette #3, Lafayette, Yamhill County, Oregon, USA
Plot: unmarked
Memorial #: 154181384
Bio: Husband of Julia, who remarried Ira Pittman in 1888.

Sentenced to hanging by Judge Reuben Boise for the murder of David I. Corker on November
1, 1886.  Some believe that his mother's spirit haunts this graveyard.

Reference: State of Oregon v. R. E. Marple, No. 1998, File No. 01867, Journal entry: Vol. 8, p.
222, May 14, 1887, Oregon Supreme Court Appeals file, Oregon State Archives, Salem,
Oregon
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Daily Morning Astorian, November 16, 1887

A CONFESSI0N BY MARPLE

Story of the Murder of Corker as Told to a Fellow Prisoner.
He States that His Mother and His Wife Were Implicated in the Crime - Other Murders in which
He took a Hand.

Lafayette, Or., Nov. 14. Today Wm. H. Hess, a prisoner confined in the county jail made public a
confession which Marple, the murderer, made to him last Thursday, the 10th instant. Hess made
affidavit to the statements before the county clerk. Following is a verbatim copy of what Hess
testified to: Statement of Richard E. Marple in regard to the murder of D. I. Corker to William
Henry Hess the day before Marple was executed: I was in jail with Marple some three or four
weeks before he was executed.

He always told about the same story about the murder, and in substance that it was Eastman
and Clark and quite a number of the citizens of Lafayette, together with the Mason, that
committed the murder, till the day before he was hanged, at which time I said to him that I did
not believe these statements he had been making to me about these men murdering Corker
and that the time was near at hand for his execution, and I would like to know all about it. Then,
after hesitating a moment, he said if I would enter into a vow to never tell anyone in case he was
reprieved, and that I would not tell anyone till after he was executed, in case he should be
executed, he would tell me the straight of it. I took all the vows he requested me to take. Then
he told me he had come to actual want, and having knowledge that Corker had money, he
proceeded to make these plans for robbing him: Said his mother was intimate with Mr. Corker
and had visited him privately; that on the night of the murder his mother was in Mr. Corker's
bedroom when he was murdered and drugged him: that himself and mother and wife had talked
over the robbery before that night, and that they did not intend to murder him, but to rob him;
said he had studied medicine and knew the effects of drugs.



After waiting long enough for the drug giving to take effect, he went to the door to get in, but
found it fastened. Then went around the side of the house and crept through the window, and
after he got in Mr. Corker was in an uneasy stupor. Then his mother suggested that if they
robbed him he might wake up and then she would be, arrested for the robbery. Then he
advanced the idea that they would kill him and fire the building. His mother then took the ax,
which they got out of the store, and struck him a glancing blow with the pole or back of the ax on
the forehead, which brought him out of his stupor into a struggling position. Then he (Marple)
gathered the ax out of the old lady's hand and commenced cutting him with the edge. But as he
lay in a wrong position for a left-handed man, it was some time before he got a satisfactory blow
in on him. But finally he gave him a center blow which brought him dead, after which they
obtained the money, $206.75, which was to be divided, one-half to his mother and one-half to
him. His mother took the money.

After he was murdered they straightened him out in a position as though the murder had been
committed by the Masonic order. After the murder they thought they heard a noise on the
outside, and then Marple helped his mother out of the building and then he went out, and
himself and mother returned home as fast as they could. Said the murder was committed
between 9 and 10 o'clock in the evening. He said Corker was a man who occasionally took a
drink, and in that way his mother drugged him. That his mother had acted a hog, and had not
given his wife one-half the money. Said he had intended to leave town that night after the
murder, to throw suspicion off from him, but found his wife in such a state of health that he did
ne: think it safe to leave her.

I said something to him about it being such a horrible thing to kill a man in that way for money.
He said that in case of actual want it was nothing more to kill a man than to kill a hog. He told
me that he helped to kill an old lady at Oregon City; I think the name was Hager. Said she was
killed with a hatchet; that she was a perfect tiger, and fought desperately. That the first one that
tackled her she got the best of, and that he (Marple) caught the hatchet and struck her and she
pushed him back and the hatchet was dropped, and the third man caught it and dealt her a fatal
blow and finished her: said one of 'he men lost his shirt collar in the struggle: that they did not
get much money; that he was wearing a ring that he got from Mrs. Hager, and that he took it off
her finger after she was killed; that they had heard that she had got a check for a considerable
amount of money and supposed she had the money, but they could not find it.

Said he was one of the parties that helped to kill a French woman in Portland that they got quite
a sum of money; that she was killed by being chopped to death; that there were four persons
connected with it three inside that done the work and one outside watching.
He said that he had manufactured the story implicating the sheriff and other citizens of
Lafayette, and the Masons, with the murder of Corker to throw the suspicion off from himself,
and to get even on those who had been active in convicting him. That he had written out this
story and committed it to memory, so he could tell it just alike every time. That they thought him
a fool but they were badly left on that. That he had an extraordinary memory. If he was reprieved
I was never to mention this. He did not want me to ever mention anything about his mother



being connected with this murder. He said he reason he implicated T. J. Harris, the sheriff, was
because he had been overbearing to him in jail and had not treated him right, and he wanted to
kill him in the eyes of the people. At the time I was talking to him I was in the north corridor of
the Jail alone, and he was in his cell and the other prisoners were in the south corridor. The
conversation was interrupted by the other prisoners coming around to where we were. I did not
have time to get a full statement from him, as we could only talk when the other prisoners were
on the other side of the cells. We had to talk in a low voice, to keep the other prisoners from
hearing us. I had no opportunity to talk with Marple after that time on Thursday. I knew nothing
about these things except what he told me. Marple also told me that his mother would have
given the whole thing away if she had been kept in prison 1 week longer. He said that the man
that was tried and convicted of the murder of Mrs. Hager, and now in the penitentiary had
nothing to do with the murder of Mrs. Hager. He said he saw Clark talking to Mrs. Corker and he
thought it was about money. That he asked Clark what they were talking about, but he gave him
a bluff answer. That Clark had done all he could to convict him and he wanted to get even with
him.
STATE OF OREGON
County of Yamhill
I, William H. Hess, being duly sworn depose and say that the above statement is a true and
correct statement of the substance of the conversation between myself and R. E. Marple the
day before he was executed in relation to the murder of D. I. Corker. WM. H. HESS.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of November. 1887.
Geo. E. Briedwell
County Clerk.
Family Members

Parents
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Anna Eliza Rizeour Marple 1842-1916

Spouse
Julia Ann Rizeor Grimes 1871-1942

Created by: Carrie and Allen (46963612)
Added: 24 Oct 2015
URL: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/154181384/richard-ezekiel-marple
Citation: Find a Grave, database and images
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/154181384/richard-ezekiel-marple : accessed 27 March
2022), memorial page for Richard Ezekiel “Gus” Marple (1861–11 Nov 1887), Find a Grave
Memorial ID 154181384, citing Masonic Cemetery Lafayette #3, Lafayette, Yamhill County,
Oregon, USA ; Maintained by Carrie and Allen (contributor 46963612) .


